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even Liberalism has a tinge of blue. But on
December 20th Bangor surrendered, and he was
chosen as Liberal candidate for the whole con-
stituency.
It is clear from the letters and diaries of the
time that these months marked a period of great
stress in his life. Yvhen he was selected at
Bangor he wrote to his family one of those
passionate youthful assertions of " will to win"
characteristic of power in the bud :
" Despite all the machinations of my
enemies, I will succeed. I am now sailing
before the wind5 and they against it."
It is clear from these sentences that there was
keen personal opposition to his candidature.
It was a moment in Welsh Liberalism of fierce
tidal struggle between the old and the new
forces. The old forces died hard. That type of
Liberalism, still not rare in England, which aims
at cashing its seat in Parliament for money
favours or local privileges, was by no means yet
dead in Wales. The strong wind of that great
national spirit which has since swept through
the Principality had not yet risen to hurricane
force. There were many elements of fear and
self-interest which viewed with horror the
challenge to powers in high places which David
Lloyd George set before Wales as the only sure
road to liberty. These men found his doctrine
too hard for them. Mr. Doubting and Mr.
Feeble-mind hoped still to serve two masters
and to get the best of two worlds. It yet